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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 15 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: 27 April 2000 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Board discussed at length the scene, which occurs approximately 11 minutes into 
the film, where Joan of Arc, as a child, witnesses the murder (by stabbing through with 
a sword) and subsequent rape of her older sister. 

Joan of Arc is portrayed as a somewhat disturbed child. The experience of this trauma 
is presented as a catalyst for her zealous crusade against the English, which later 
follows, and sets up the thematic direction of the film. 

While this scene is undoubtedly disturbing, the Board considered that it was presented 
in a restrained manner within an historical context and not for a sensational purpose. 

This is also true of other violent scenes within the film. 

Balancing all factors carefully, the Board believes that given the film’s historical 
context, and the relatively restrained manner of its presentation, the majority of 15 year 
olds would be of sufficient maturity so as not to be harmed by seeing it. 
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